
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Wednesday, 18 October 2006] 

 p7203c-7203c 
Mr Fran Logan 

 [1] 

WA INVENTOR OF THE YEAR, SCHOOLS COMPETITION 
Statement by Minister for Science and Innovation 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Science and Innovation) [12.02 pm]:  Just over an hour ago, I 
had the pleasure of announcing the winners of the inaugural WA Inventor of the Year, Schools Competition.  I 
could not help being impressed by the extraordinary vision and innovation demonstrated by all the finalists and 
the dedication and inspiration provided by their teachers.  There were some fantastic inventions and ideas on 
display, and I hope as many MPs as possible took the opportunity to come out and observe what was going on. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  They are future nuclear scientists. 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  They could be a future minister for science.   

The competition aims to promote a culture of innovation and creativity within the state’s schools.  Students were 
asked to use their creativity, imagination and skills in science, design and technology to invent a new product, 
device or system or to modify an existing tool.  The five winners of the award, in categories ranging from 
kindergarten to year 11, shared in a prize pool of $15 500.  In the public gallery we have many of the inventors 
and their parents and teachers and I would like to thank them for coming into Parliament today to observe our 
proceedings. 

[Applause.] 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The kindergarten to year 3 category was won by Haylee Whisson, from Darlington Primary 
School, for her “lice cooker”, a gadget designed to defeat head lice.  I must say it is absolutely fantastic.   

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The member for Bunbury wants to try it. 

Mr G. Snook:  Looks like the minister has tried it! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Very good! 

Haylee discovered that when lice are heated, they let go of hair follicles and fall out.  The “lice cooker” takes the 
form of a shower cap, which is easy to use and is available in different colours. 

The year 4/5 category was won by Katherine Stockwell, from St Hilda’s Anglican School for Girls, for her “peg 
holdermat”, a storage device for pegs, which is worn like a glove.  It saves putting the pegs in a bucket and 
having to walk to and from the bucket.  Again, it is a great idea. 

The year 6/7 category was won by Sam Massey, from Shelley Primary School, for his “collapsible K9”, a dog 
kennel that collapses to a flat mat. 

The year 8/9 category was won by Nathan Wood, James Bullen and Taro Hagiwara, from Kolbe Catholic 
College, for their “cupright”, a non-spill cup that has no lid or straw and can be used by people on boats, cars, 
planes and also those with Parkinson’s disease.  It uses a wheel and axle to connect the cup and handle to absorb 
shakes. 

The year 10/11 category was won by James Siffleet, from Newman College, for his solar powered geothermal air 
cooling system that uses the heat energy generated by the sun to cool the inside of a building rather than heat it.  
It also helps reduce the overall demand for electricity. 

They are all very worthy winners. 
 


